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Sermon Text  Sermon Notes  
Genesis 31:36 Then Jacob became angry and berated Laban. 
Jacob said to Laban, “What is my offense? What is my sin, that 
you have hotly pursued me? [37] For you have felt through all 
my goods; what have you found of all your household goods? Set 
it here before my kinsmen and your kinsmen, that they may 
decide between us two. [38] These twenty years I have been 
with you. Your ewes and your female goats have not miscarried, 
and I have not eaten the rams of your flocks. [39] What was torn 
by wild beasts I did not bring to you. I bore the loss of it myself. 
From my hand you required it, whether stolen by day or stolen 
by night. [40] There I was: by day the heat consumed me, and 
the cold by night, and my sleep fled from my eyes. [41] These 
twenty years I have been in your house. I served you fourteen 
years for your two daughters, and six years for your flock, and 
you have changed my wages ten times. [42] If the God of my 
father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been 
on my side, surely now you would have sent me away empty-
handed. God saw my affliction and the labor of my hands and 
rebuked you last night.” [43] Then Laban answered and said to 
Jacob, “The daughters are my daughters, the children are my 
children, the flocks are my flocks, and all that you see is mine. 
But what can I do this day for these my daughters or for their 
children whom they have borne? [44] Come now, let us make a 
covenant, you and I. And let it be a witness between you and 
me.” [45] So Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar. [46] And 
Jacob said to his kinsmen, “Gather stones.” And they took stones 
and made a heap, and they ate there by the heap. [47] Laban 
called it Jegar-sahadutha, but Jacob called it Galeed. [48] Laban 
said, “This heap is a witness between you and me today.” 
Therefore he named it Galeed, [49] and Mizpah, for he said, “The 
Lord watch between you and me, when we are out of one 
another's sight. [50] If you oppress my daughters, or if you take 
wives besides my daughters, although no one is with us, see, 
God is witness between you and me.” [51] Then Laban said to 
Jacob, “See this heap and the pillar, which I have set between 
you and me. [52] This heap is a witness, and the pillar is a 
witness, that I will not pass over this heap to you, and you will 
not pass over this heap and this pillar to me, to do harm. [53] 
The God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of their 
father, judge between us.” So Jacob swore by the Fear of his 
father Isaac, [54] and Jacob offered a sacrifice in the hill country 
and called his kinsmen to eat bread. They ate bread and spent 
the night in the hill country. [55]  Early in the morning Laban 
arose and kissed his grandchildren and his daughters and blessed 
them. Then Laban departed and returned home.  

Troubling circumstances are often used 
by God to show His hand of providence, 
grow our faith, and make a statement to 
the world.  
 
  I.  Providence 

 II.  Faith vs Flesh 

III.  There is one true God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Memory verse for 2023- 
 
Philippians 4:19   
     And my God will supply every  
     need of yours according to his  
     riches in glory in Christ Jesus.  
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Sermon Application Questions                  Prayer Requests 
1. Discuss this statement: 
God's comprehensive oversight of our lives is knowledge high above us. 
We cannot see what God has done for us until he has done it and even 
then, we don’t fully realize all he has done, what he has given or how he 
has cared for us. - Rayburn 

 

2. How have you seen God's providence through tough circumstances?  

 

3. Discuss how Laban is an example of a carnal or worldly person, even 
though he communicated some recognition of the spiritual world. 

 

4. How has Jacob matured by the end of chapter 31? 

 

5. How are we (the church/Christians) God's covenant people today and 
what does this mean concerning God's providential protection? 

This week our family will lift up requests for: 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week our family will praise the Lord for: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HFG Notes & Actions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next HFG meeting is: 

 


