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Sermon Notes

Matthew 1:18 [18] Now the birth of Jesus Christ
took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together she was found to be with child from the
Holy Spirit. [19] And her husband Joseph, being a just
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to
divorce her quietly. [20] But as he considered these
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. [21] She will
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.” [22] All this took
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet: [23] “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and they shall call his name
Immanuel”(which means, God with us).

God’s gift of forgiveness is the lifting of the just sentence
of condemnation upon us for our sins because of Christ.

I. Forgiveness- the greatest gift of all!
Psalm 32:1 Blessed is the one whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered.

Il. Forgiveness- how to receive it.

Romans 3:22 the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:
[23] for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
[24] and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, [25a] whom God put
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by
faith.

lll. Forgiveness- the gift that keeps giving.

Colossians 3:12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy
and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience, [13] bearing with one another
and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving
each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive.

Memory verses for 2022-

1 Corinthians 10:31
So, whether you eat or drink, or
whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God.
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Sermon Application Questions Prayer Requests
1. Do you agree that the forgiveness of sins through Christ the This week our family will lift up requests for:

greatest of God's gifts to us? Discuss

2. How does understanding the forgiveness of our sins help us to
worship God?

3. How does understanding the forgiveness of our sins give
direction to the Church about her mission to the world?

This week our family will praise the Lord for:
4. How does understanding the forgiveness of our sins help us live

harmoniously with our fellow believers in the household of faith?

5. Discuss this statement from Pilgrim's Progress where Christian
describes losing His burden of sin at the Cross.

Up this way, therefore, did burdened CHRISTIAN run; but not
without great difficulty, because of the load on his back.

He ran thus till he came at a place somewhat ascending; and upon
that place stood a Cross, and a little below, in the bottom, a
sepulchre. So | saw in my dream, that just as CHRISTIAN came up to
the cross, his burden loosed from off his shoulders, and fell from off
his back, and began to tumble; and so continued to do till it came to
the mouth of the sepulchre, where it fell in, and | saw it no more.
Then was CHRISTIAN glad and lightsome, and said, with a merry HFG Notes & Actions:
heart, "He hath given me rest by his sorrow, And life by his death."

Then he stood still awhile to look and wonder; for it was very
surprising to him, that the sight of the cross should thus ease him of
his burden. He looked therefore, and looked again, even till the
springs that were in his head sent the waters down his cheeks.

Now, as he stood looking and weeping, behold three shining ones Next HFG meeting is:
came to him, and saluted him with, "Peace be to thee!" so the first
said to him, "Thy sins be forgiven thee.”
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