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Sermon Text Sermon Notes
Luke 1:1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a The Bible presents the history of God fulfilling

narrative of the things that have been accomplished among us, [2] | promises so as to help cure our unbelief.
just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and
ministers of the word have delivered them to us, [3] it seemed
good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time |. The purpose of Luke’s Gospel: to give us
past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent certainty about Christ. (1-4)

Theophilus, [4] that you may have certainty concerning the things
you have been taught. [5] In the days of Herod, king of Judea,
there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And
he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth. [6] And they were both righteous before God, walking II. Ancient promises about to be fulfilled (5-
blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. [7] 17)

But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both
were advanced in years. [8] Now while he was serving as priest
before God when his division was on duty, [9] according to the
custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the
temple of the Lord and burn incense. [10] And the whole multitude [1l. Our struggle to believe God (shown
of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. [11] through Zechariah) (13,18-25)

And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the
right side of the altar of incense. [12] And Zechariah was troubled
when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. [13] But the angel said to
him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard,
and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his
name John. [14] And you will have joy and gladness, and many will
rejoice at his birth, [15] for he will be great before the Lord. And he
must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the
Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. [16] And he will turn
many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, [17] and he
will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the
hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”
[18] And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall | know this? For |
am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” [19] And the
angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. | stand in the presence of God,
and | was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.
[20] And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the
day that these things take place, because you did not believe my Memory verse for 2017-
words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” [21] And the people
were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay Isaiah 48:17

in the temple. [22] And when he came out, he was unable to speak Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer,
to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. the Holy One of Israel:
And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. [23] And “I am the LORD your God, who

when his time of service was ended, he went to his home. [24]
After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months
she kept herself hidden, saying, [25] “Thus the Lord has done for
me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach
among people.

teaches you to profit, who leads you in
the way you should go.
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Sermon Application Questions

Prayer Requests

1. Discuss this statement from J.C. Ryle-

Christianity is a religion built upon facts. Let us never lose sight of
this. It came unto mankind at first, in this shape. The first preachers
did not go up and down the world, proclaiming an elaborate, artificial
system of abstruse doctrines and deep philosophic principles. They
made it their first business to tell men great plain facts. They went
about telling a sin-laden world, that the Son of God had come down
to earth, and lived for us, and died for us, and has risen again. The
Gospel, at its first publication, was far more simple than many make it
now. It was neither more nor less, than the history of Christ.

2. What is the significance of the purpose statement in verse 4?

3. The angel Gabriel tells Zechariah God is answering his prayer. What
prayer and why is it important? (hint: see Simon and Anna in Luke 2)

4. How did Zechariah fall short with his response to the angel's
announcement? How might we relate with Zechariah?

5. Discuss this statement (again from J.C. Ryle)-

A well-instructed Jew, like Zachariah, ought not to have raised such a
guestion. No doubt he was well acquainted with the Old Testament
Scriptures. He ought to have remembered the astonishing births of
Isaac, and Samson, and Samuel in old times. He ought to have
remembered that what God has done once — He can do again; and
that with Him, nothing is impossible. But he forgot all this. He
thought of nothing but the arguments of mere human reasoning. In
the same way, it often happens in religious matters, that where
human reasoning begins — faith ends.

This week our family will lift up requests for:

This week our family will praise the Lord for:

HFG Notes & Actions:
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