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Sermon Notes

Acts 23:1 And looking intently at the council, Paul said, “Brothers, | have lived
my life before God in all good conscience up to this day.” [2] And the high
priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the
mouth. [3] Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you whitewashed
wall! Are you sitting to judge me according to the law, and yet contrary to the
law you order me to be struck?” [4] Those who stood by said, “Would you
revile God's high priest?” [5] And Paul said, “l did not know, brothers, that he
was the high priest, for it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your
people.”” [6] Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the
other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Brothers, | am a Pharisee, a son of
Pharisees. It is with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that |
am on trial.” [7] And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the
Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. [8] For the
Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the
Pharisees acknowledge them all. [9] Then a great clamor arose, and some of
the scribes of the Pharisees' party stood up and contended sharply, “We find
nothing wrong in this man. What if a spirit or an angel spoke to him?” [10] And
when the dissension became violent, the tribune, afraid that Paul would be
torn to pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go down and take him
away from among them by force and bring him into the barracks. [11] The
following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you have
testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.”
[12] When it was day, the Jews made a plot and bound themselves by an oath
neither to eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. [13] There were more than
forty who made this conspiracy. [14] They went to the chief priests and elders
and said, “We have strictly bound ourselves by an oath to taste no food till we
have killed Paul. [15] Now therefore you, along with the council, give notice to
the tribune to bring him down to you, as though you were going to determine
his case more exactly. And we are ready to kill him before he comes near.” [16]
Now the son of Paul's sister heard of their ambush, so he went and entered the
barracks and told Paul. [17] Paul called one of the centurions and said, “Take
this young man to the tribune, for he has something to tell him.” [18] So he
took him and brought him to the tribune and said, “Paul the prisoner called me
and asked me to bring this young man to you, as he has something to say to
you.” [19] The tribune took him by the hand, and going aside asked him
privately, “What is it that you have to tell me?” [20] And he said, “The Jews
have agreed to ask you to bring Paul down to the council tomorrow, as though
they were going to inquire somewhat more closely about him. [21] But do not
be persuaded by them, for more than forty of their men are lying in ambush
for him, who have bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till
they have killed him. And now they are ready, waiting for your consent.” [22]
So the tribune dismissed the young man, charging him, “Tell no one that you
have informed me of these things.” [23] Then he called two of the centurions
and said, “Get ready two hundred soldiers, with seventy horsemen and two
hundred spearmen to go as far as Caesarea at the third hour of the night. [24]
Also provide mounts for Paul to ride and bring him safely to Felix the
governor.”

Paul’s salvation and commission from
Christ provided the courage he
needed to fulfill his mission.

I. A Clear Conscience

1. A Bold Witness

I1l. Assurance from God

Memory verse for 2019-

Acts 10:42-43

[42] And he (Christ) commanded us to
preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one
appointed by God to be judge of
the living and the dead.

[43] To him all the prophets bear
witness that everyone who
believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through
his name.
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Sermon Application Questions

Prayer Requests

1. On what basis was Paul able to say he had a clear conscience before God?

2. What are some ways people try to address their guilty consciences?

3. Discuss this statement from John Piper about religion-

The oldest and most revered tactic for avoiding the misery of guilt is
religion. This tactic may be the most deceptive because it comes closest to
the truth. It recognizes the ultimate cause of guilt is that there is a righteous
God whose will for his creatures is ignored or defied. It recognizes that
under every pang of conscience in the human soul there is the silent, often
unexpressed conviction, “I have gone against God.” The means that religion
has developed to deal with this guilt is to try to placate or appease God with
good works or religious ritual. Religious people know they owe God a great
debt for their disobedience. But they often make the terrible mistake of
thinking they can pay it back through good works and the performance of
religious duties.

4. What do you think of Paul's tactic to bring the mock trial in to a certain
level of Chaos? How did he use the differences between the Saducees and
the Pharisees?

5. Paul was compelled by the love of God in Christ to Him so that he feared
God more than man. Discuss this statement from Ed Welch-

“The most radical treatment for the fear of man is the fear of the Lord. God
must be bigger to you than people are. This antidote takes years to grasp; in
fact, it will take all of our lives.”

This week our family will lift up requests for:

This week our family will praise the Lord for:

HFG Notes & Actions:

Next HFG meeting is:
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