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Meeting Christ: The Conversion of Saul

Acts 9:1-22
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Sermon Notes

Acts 9:1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest [2] and asked him for
letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any
belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound
to Jerusalem. [3] Now as he went on his way, he approached
Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. [4]
And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul,
Saul, why are you persecuting me?” [5] And he said, “Who are you,
Lord?” And he said, “l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. [6] But
rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” [7]
The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the
voice but seeing no one. [8] Saul rose from the ground, and
although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by
the hand and brought him into Damascus. [9] And for three days he
was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. [10] Now there was a
disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a
vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here | am, Lord.” [11] And the Lord
said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the
house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he
is praying, [12] and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias
come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.”
[13] But Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about
this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem.
[14] And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who
call on your name.” [15] But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a
chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles
and kings and the children of Israel. [16] For | will show him how
much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” [17] So Ananias
departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road
by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight
and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” [18] And immediately something
like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose
and was baptized; [19] and taking food, he was strengthened. For
some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. [20] And
immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is
the Son of God.” [21] And all who heard him were amazed and said,
“Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who
called upon this name? And has he not come here for this purpose,
to bring them bound before the chief priests?” [22] But Saul
increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who
lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.

When a person truly meets Christ, they are
never the same.

I. Before Christ (1-2)

[I. Meeting Christ (3-9)

[ll. Knowing Christ (10-19a)

V. Life in Christ (19b-22)

Memory verse for 2018-

Isaiah 64:1-2

[1] Oh that you would rend the heavens
and come down, that the mountains
might quake at your presence—

[2] as when fire kindles brushwood and
the fire causes water to boil—to make
your name known to your adversaries,
and that the nations might tremble at
your presence!
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Sermon Application Questions

Prayer Requests

1. In what ways is Paul's conversation informative about the conversion of
every Christian?

2. When did you meet Jesus? If you have always known Christ, when did
you become more personally aware of His love for you and call upon your
life?

3. Discuss this statement by Ryle which prompts us to think about faith in
God's sovereign guidance of all things, including the details of our lives:

There is no such thing as chance, luck, or accident — in the life of a
believer. There is but one thing needful, in order to make a believer calm,
quiet, unruffled, undisturbed in every position, and under every
circumstance. That one thing is faith in active exercise. For such faith, let
us daily pray. Few indeed know anything of it. The faith of most believers
is very fitful and spasmodic. It is for lack of steady, constant faith — that
so few can say with Christ, "l must proceed on my way today and
tomorrow — and not die until my work is done."

4. What is the significance of Paul's spending time with other Christians
after he became one? How does this inform our practice?

5. If God would/could save Paul, He could save anyone. Pray for someone
you know who seems unlikely to trust in Christ.

This week our family will lift up requests for:

This week our family will praise the Lord for:

HFG Notes & Actions:

Next HFG meeting is:
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