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Sermon Text Sermon Outline 

Isaiah 41:21 Set forth your case, says the Lord; bring your 

proofs, says the King of Jacob. [22] Let them bring them, and 

tell us what is to happen. Tell us the former things, what 

they are, that we may consider them, that we may know 

their outcome; or declare to us the things to come. [23] Tell 

us what is to come hereafter, that we may know that you 

are gods; do good, or do harm, that we may be dismayed 

and terrified. [24] Behold, you are nothing, and your work is 

less than nothing; an abomination is he who chooses you. 

[25] I stirred up one from the north, and he has come, from 

the rising of the sun, and he shall call upon my name; he 

shall trample on rulers as on mortar, as the potter treads 

clay. [26] Who declared it from the beginning, that we might 

know, and beforehand, that we might say, “He is right”? 

There was none who declared it, none who proclaimed, 

none who heard your words. [27] I was the first to say to 

Zion, “Behold, here they are!” and I give to Jerusalem a 

herald of good news. [28] But when I look, there is no one; 

among these there is no counselor who, when I ask, gives an 

answer. [29] Behold, they are all a delusion; their works are 

nothing; their metal images are empty wind. 

 

[42:1] Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in 

whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he 

will bring forth justice to the nations. [2] He will not cry 

aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; [3] a 

bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he 

will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. [4] He 

will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established 

justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. [5] 

Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and 

stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what 

comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and 

spirit to those who walk in it: [6] “I am the Lord; I have 

called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and 

keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light 

for the nations, [7] to open the eyes that are blind, to bring 

out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those 

who sit in darkness. [8] I am the Lord; that is my name; my 

glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. [9] 

Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new 

things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of 

them.”  

The world’s trouble as evidenced by the delusional 

worship of false gods can only be remedied by the 

true and living God. 

I. The World’s Trouble: Idolatry of every sort 

(41:21-29) 

II. God’s answer for the world’s trouble is Christ 

(42:1-9) 
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Sermon Application Questions Prayer Requests 

1.  Discuss this statement from Ray Ortlund-  

“Our root problem is not social or intellectual or even 

moral, as we usually think of it. Our root problem in all of 

life is that we keep going after false gods for their false 

salvations. More than we realize, our hearts complicate 

the profound simplicity of faith in God. And then we 

wonder why we’re disappointed with life.”  - Ray Ortlund 

 

2.  What are some common idols that tempt us in our day 

and age? 

 

3.  Why do we know the "Servant" in Isaiah 42 is Christ?  

 

4.  How is Christ the remedy for our idolatry? In what 

way? 

 

5. Discuss this statement from Tim Keller-  

“The human heart takes good things like a successful 

career, love, material possessions, even family, and turns 

them into ultimate things. Our hearts deify them as the 

center of our lives, because, we think, they can give us 

significance and security, safety and fulfillment, if we 

attain them....We think that idols are bad things, but that 

is almost never the case. The greater the good, the more 

likely we are to expect that it can satisfy our deepest 

needs and hopes. Anything can serve as a counterfeit 

god, especially the very best things in life.” 

This week our family will lift up requests for: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week our family will praise the Lord for: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HFG Notes & Actions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next HFG meeting is: 

 


