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Sermon Notes

Ecclesiastes 2:12 So | turned to consider wisdom and
madness and folly. For what can the man do who comes
after the king? Only what has already been done. [13]
Then | saw that there is more gain in wisdom than in
folly, as there is more gain in light than in darkness. [14]
The wise person has his eyes in his head, but the fool
walks in darkness. And yet | perceived that the same
event happens to all of them. [15] Then | said in my
heart, “What happens to the fool will happen to me also.
Why then have | been so very wise?” And | said in my
heart that this also is vanity. [16] For of the wise as of
the fool there is no enduring remembrance, seeing that
in the days to come all will have been long forgotten.
How the wise dies just like the fool! [17] So | hated life,
because what is done under the sun was grievous to me,
for all is vanity and a striving after wind.

[18] I hated all my toil in which | toil under the sun,
seeing that | must leave it to the man who will come
after me, [19] and who knows whether he will be wise or
a fool? Yet he will be master of all for which | toiled and
used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. [20]
So | turned about and gave my heart up to despair over
all the toil of my labors under the sun, [21] because
sometimes a person who has toiled with wisdom and
knowledge and skill must leave everything to be enjoyed
by someone who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and
a great evil. [22] What has a man from all the toil and
striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun?
[23] For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a
vexation. Even in the night his heart does not rest. This
also is vanity.

[24] There is nothing better for a person than that he
should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This
also, | saw, is from the hand of God, [25] for apart from
him who can eat or who can have enjoyment? [26] For
to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and
knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the
business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one
who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after
wind

I. Habitats Where We Hunt Happiness (1:12-2:11)
- Education
- Comedy
- Pleasure
- Projects
- Possessions

[I. Death Shows us How to Live (2:12-23)

[ll. Worship the Giver, not the Gift (2:24-26)

Memory verses for 2021-

Ephesians 5:15-21

[15] Look carefully then how you walk, not as
unwise but as wise,

[16] making the best use of the time, because the
days are evil.

[17] Therefore do not be foolish, but understand
what the will of the Lord is.

[18] And do not get drunk with wine, for that is
debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,

[19] addressing one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody to the Lord with your heart,

[20] giving thanks always and for everything to
God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ,

[21] submitting to one another out of reverence
for Christ.
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Prayer Requests

1. In our culture where are people looking to find meaning purpose
and happiness?

2. How have you seen strong emotions point you to the heart of your
problem where you have turned a good thing into an ultimate thing?

3. How does Jesus shed light on the anxiety we experience from
seeking first our kingdom rather than His kingdom? Matthew 6:25-33

4. How do we tend to worship the gift and not the Giver? What are
some practical ways to reverse this?

This week our family will lift up requests for:

This week our family will praise the Lord for:

HFG Notes & Actions:

Next HFG meeting is:
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